
Dataset name: tics_v1.0

Participant ID pid  Acrostic acrostic   

Interviewer compby  Visit Code vc   

Date of Visit vis_dat  (mm/dd/yyyy)  
 

  

Telephone Interview for Cognitive Status (TICS) 

CRF 1.0 

Write the participant's response in the space provided. Score = 1 point for each correct answer. 

    1 = Correct 
2 = Incorrect 

1. "Please tell me your full name"   

            First name fname_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

            Last name lname_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

2. "What is the year we are in?" year_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

3. "What season is it?" season_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

4. "What month are we in?" month_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

5. "What is today's date?" date_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

6. "What day of the week is today?" day_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  



-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

7. "What is your home address?"   

           House number house_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

           Street Name street_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

           City city_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

           State state_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

           Zip zip_tics  
-9   -  
1   Correct  
0   Incorrect  

-6   Permanently Missing  

-
 

(Total correct = 0-12) total_01_tics   

8. "Count backwards from 20 to 1."   

(Score = 0, 1 or 2) score_01_tics   

9. "I am going to read a list of 10 words. Please listen carefully and try to remember 
them. When I am done, tell me as many words as you can, in any order. Ready? 
The words are:" 

    
    
   

Cabin 
cabin_tics value="1"  

Theatre theatre_tics value="1"

 

Pipe 
pipe_tics value="1"  

Watch watch_tics value="1"

 

Elephant elephant_tics value="1"

 

Whip whip_tics value="1"

 

Chest 
chest_tics value="1"  

Pillow pillow_tics value="1"

 

  



Silk 
silk_tics value="1"  

Giant giant_tics value="1"

 

"Now, tell me all the words you can remember." 
(Check each correct response above) 

Score = 1 point for each correct response. No penalty for repetitions or intrusions. 
Plurals are considered correct. Record total number of correct responses. 

(Total correct = 0-10) total_02_tics   

10. "Now I'd like you to subtract 7 from 100. Then keep subtracting 7 from each 
answer until I tell you to stop. What is 100 take away 7?" 

(Record the participant's responses in the boxes. Score the total number of 
correct answers) 

  

  
  
  
  
  
   

93 86 79 72 65 

q10_93_tics

 

q10_86_tics

 

q10_79_tics

 

q10_72_tics

 

q10_65_tics

 

 
NOTE: Answer is correct if a response is exactly 7 from the previous response, 
regardless of whether that response was correct or not. 

  

(Total correct = 0-5) total_03_tics   

11. "What do people usually use to cut paper?" 
(Score = 1 point for scissors or shears) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_02_tics   

12. "How many things are in a dozen?" 
(Score = 1 point for 12) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_03_tics   

13. "What do you call the prickly green plant that lives in the desert?" 
(Score = 1 point for cactus only) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_04_tics   

14. "What animal does wool come from?" 
(Score = 1 point for sheep or lamb only) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_05_tics   

15. "Say this, 'No ifs, ands or buts'." 
(Score = 1 point for completely correct repetition on the first trial. Repeat only if 
poorly presented) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_06_tics   

16. "Say this, 'Methodist Episcopal'." 
(Score = 1 point for completely correct repetition on the first trial. Repeat only if 
poorly presented) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_07_tics   

17. "Who is the President of the United States right now?" 
Score = 1 point for correct first and last name only) 

  



(Score = 0-1) score_08_tics   

18. "Who is the Vice President?" 
Score = 1 point for correct first and last name only) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_09_tics   

19. "With your finger, tap 5 times on the part of the phone you speak into." 
(Score = 2 points if 5 taps are heard; 1 point if participant taps more or less than 
5 times; 0 if no 
taps are heard) 

  

(Score = 0-2) score_10_tics   

20. "I'm going to give you a word and I want you to give me its opposite. For 
example, the opposite of hot is cold. What is the opposite of 'west'?" 
(Score = 1 point for east) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_11_tics   

21. "What is the opposite of 'generous'?" 
(Score = 1 point for selfish, greedy, stingy, tight, cheap, mean, meager, skimpy or 
other good antonym) 

  

(Score = 0-1) score_12_tics   

22. "Earlier I read a long list of words to you. Please tell me all of the words that you 
can remember from that list." 

  
  
  
  
   

Cabin cabin_13_tics value="1"

 

Theatre theatre_13_tics value="1"

 

Pipe pipe_13_tics value="1"

 

Watch watch_13_tics value="1"

 

Elephant elephant_13_tics value="1"

 

Whip whip_13_tics value="1"

 

Chest chest_13_tics value="1"

 

Pillow pillow_13_tics value="1"

 

Silk 
silk_13_tics value="1"  

Giant giant_13_tics value="1"

 

(Score = 1 point for each correct response. No penalty for repetitions or 
intrusions. Plurals are considered correct. Record total number of correct 
responses.) 

  

(Score = 0-10) score_13_tics   

      

TOTAL CORRECT (sum of scores in right column) total_04_tics  (Total score = 0-51) 
 

  

Source Form Language: lang  
-9   -  
1   English  
2   Spanish  



-
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Participant ID 
 

(affix ID label here) 

Acrostic 

Interviewer
Date of 

Visit
month           day                    year 

Visit 
Code

Telephone Interview for Cognitive Status (TICS) 
 

 
Write the participant’s response in the space provided.  Score = 1 point for each correct answer. 
 
 
                               1 =  Correct   
1.  “Please tell me your full name”                                         0 =  Incorrect 

  First name  _______________________    _______    

             

  Last name  _______________________    _______ 

              

2.  “What is the year we are in?” _______________________    _______ 
             
3.  “What season is it?”  _______________________    _______ 
              
4.  “What month are we in?”  _______________________    _______  
                       
5.  “What is today’s date?”  _______________________    _______ 
                     
6.  “What day of the week is today?” _______________________    _______   

                     
7.  “What is your home address?”  
  House number  _______________________    _______    

                  

  Street Name  _______________________    _______ 

              

  City   _______________________    _______ 

             

  State   _______________________    _______ 

           

                          Zip  _______________________    _______  
 

 
 
 
(Total 
correct =  
0-12)  
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Participant ID 
 

(affix ID label here) 

Acrostic 

Visit 
Code 

 
 
8.  “Count backwards from 20 to 1.”               

Trial #1:  (Mark each correct response):    
 
20   19   18   17   16   15   14   13   12   11   10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1    
 
(If participant correctly counted backwards on trial #1 Score = 2 points.  If participant did not 
correctly count backwards on trial #1, administer trial #2).            
 
Trial #2:  (Administer only if ppt did not correctly complete trial #1):   
 
“Now, let’s try that again.  I would like for you to count backwards from 20 to 1.”         
 
20   19   18   17   16   15   14   13   12   11   10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1   
 
(If participant correctly counted backwards on trial #2 Score = 1 point).  If participant did not 
correctly complete task in two trials (Score = 0 points)  

 

 
(Score = 0, 1 
or 2)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.  “I am going to read a list of 10 words.  Please listen carefully and try to remember them.  

When I am done, tell me as many words as you can, in any order.  Ready?  The words 
are:”   

  

  Cabin      _____  Theatre    _____    

  Pipe      _____  Watch    _____ 

  Elephant      _____  Whip    _____ 

  Chest      _____  Pillow    _____ 

  Silk      _____  Giant    _____ 

 
“Now, tell me all the words you can remember.”  
(Check each correct response above) 

 
Score = 1 point for each correct response.  No penalty for repetitions or intrusions.  Plurals are 
considered correct.  Record total number of correct responses. 
 

 
(Total 
correct =  
 0-10) 
 
 
 



L II F E 
     
         

    
  
  
   
 

 
LIFE-30-tics v1.0     Page 3 of 4    10/25/2011 
 

 
 

Participant ID 
 

(affix ID label here) 

Acrostic 

Visit 
Code 

 
 
10.  “Now I’d like you to subtract 7 from 100.  Then keep subtracting 7 from each answer 

until I tell you to stop.  What is 100 take away 7?”    
 
(Record the participant’s responses in the boxes. Score the total number of correct answers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:   Answer is correct if a response is exactly 7 from the previous response, regardless of 
              whether that response was correct or not.  

 

 
93 

 
86 

 
79 

 
72 

 
65 

     

 
(Total 
correct= 
 0-5)  
              

 
11.   “What do people usually use to cut paper?”   _____________________ 
 
(Score = 1 point for scissors or shears) 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
12. “How many things are in a dozen?”  _______________ 
 
(Score = 1 point for 12)  

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
13. “What do you call the prickly green plant that lives in the desert?” _______________ 
 
(Score = 1 point for cactus only) 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
14. “What animal does wool come from?” ____________________ 

 
(Score = 1 point for sheep or lamb only) 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 
 

 
15. “Say this, ‘No ifs, ands or buts’.” 
 
(Score = 1 point for completely correct repetition on the first trial.  Repeat only if poorly presented) 

 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
16. “Say this, ‘Methodist Episcopal’.” 
 
(Score = 1 point for completely correct repetition on the first trial.  Repeat only if poorly presented) 

 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
17. “Who is the President of the United States right now?” ________________________ 
 
(Score = 1 point for correct first and last name only) 

 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
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Participant ID 
 

(affix ID label here) 

Acrostic 

Visit 
Code 

 
 
18. “Who is the Vice President?” ___________________________  
 
(Score = 1 point for correct first and last name only)  
 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
19. “With your finger, tap 5 times on the part of the phone you speak into.” 
 
(Score = 2 points if 5 taps are heard; 1 point if participant taps more or less than 5 times; 0 if no 
taps are heard) 
 

 
(Score = 0-2) 
 
 

 
20. “I’m going to give you a word and I want you to give me its opposite.  For example, the 

opposite of hot is cold.  What is the opposite of ‘west’?”     ___________________ 
   
(Score = 1 point for east) 
 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
21. “What is the opposite of ‘generous’?”  ______________________ 
 
(Score = 1 point for selfish, greedy, stingy, tight, cheap, mean, meager, skimpy or other good 
antonym) 
 

 
(Score = 0-1) 
 
 

 
22. “Earlier I read a long list of words to you.  Please tell me all of the words that you can 

remember from that list.” 
 
(Check each correct response) 

  Cabin      _____  Theatre    _____    

  Pipe      _____  Watch    _____ 

  Elephant      _____  Whip    _____ 

  Chest      _____  Pillow    _____ 

  Silk      _____  Giant    _____ 

 

(Score = 1 point for each correct response.  No penalty for repetitions or intrusions. Plurals are 
considered correct.  Record total number of correct responses.) 

 

 
(Score = 0-
10) 
 
 

  
(Total score = 0-51) 

 

TOTAL CORRECT (sum of scores in right column) _____________ 


	DisclaimerBox0: Persons using assistive technology may not be able to fully access information in this file. For assistance, e-mail AgingResearchBiobank@imsweb.com. Include the website and filename in your message.


